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MRPA Inc. reserves the right to modify or revise these rules at any time upon reasonable notice.  

No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 

mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system 

without the express written consent of Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania, Inc. 

 

 

http://www.missrodeopennsylvania.com/
mailto:missrodeopainc@gmail.com
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About Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania, Inc. 

Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania, Inc. is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization dedicated to promoting the sport of 

rodeo within the state of Pennsylvania. Our mission is to select yearly titleholders to serve as 

ambassadors for the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA) who will preserve the western way 

of life and promote the agricultural industry. 

What does it mean to be Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania? 
Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania is a contractual position for 1 year, and is considered a job. Miss Rodeo 

Pennsylvania is an ambassador for the sport of rodeo, the PRCA, and the western way of life. She is a 

public figure, role model, and promoter. It is an honor to be chosen as Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania. 

Throughout her year of reign, MRPA will have opportunities to travel across the nation and appear at 

famous rodeos, western events, and other state pageants and will have the opportunity to meet 

influential people within the sport of rodeo, including other state titleholders. She will have an impact 

not only on her local community, but also on a national level.  

Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania Characteristics 

 High moral and ethical standards  Knowledgeable about rodeo 

 Intelligent  Animal welfare advocate 

 Ability to converse about rodeo  Friendly 

 Promoter of the Western lifestyle   Sincere interest in the future of agriculture 

 Classy  Good work ethic 

 Community leader  Interested in advancing her future career 

 Horse Enthusiast  Good sportsmanship 
 

Pageant Requirements 

Contestants in the MRPA pageant are required to pay their own transportation to and from the pageant.  

All food and lodging during the MRPA pageant will be provided by Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania, Inc.  

The Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania pageant will provide official contestant sashes, to be worn by contestants, 

during the pageant and will also provide horses and tack for the horsemanship competition.  

Parents, relatives, and friends of MRPA pageant contestants are welcome, and encouraged to attend 

certain events at which the contestants will be present.  

Judging will take precedence over all pageant activities. It will begin at contestant check in and continue 

throughout the pageant.  
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Contestant Eligibility 

Each contestant in the Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania pageant shall on the date of competition and final 

selection of Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania and Miss Teen Rodeo Pennsylvania:  

A. have obtained the age of 19 years (obtained the age of 13 years for Teen) and shall not have obtained 

the age of 27 years (Miss) by December 31, of the year of the Miss Rodeo America competition, the 

same to be evidenced by her birth certificate presented before competition,  

B. not be a parent of any child and not be pregnant, 

C. not be currently or previously married, 

D. be a citizen or lawful resident of the U.S.A. and authorized to work in the U.S.A., 

E. be a resident of the state of Pennsylvania,  

F. not be a title holder of any other pageant in the year of competition,  

G. be a female, 

H. have obtained a high school diploma (for Miss only) 

I. have executed all consents and/or waivers of liability presented as conditions precedent to 

competition,  

J. abide by all rules and regulations of the Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania pageant 

K. not have been convicted of any crime or misdemeanor (excluding minor traffic offenses) 

L. be in good health and not have any health concerns that would prevent the ability to fulfill duties 

M. not use any illegal or controlled substances (other than prescription medications and then only in the 

manner prescribed)  

Any contestant not meeting the qualifications set forth above shall be denied the right to compete in 

the Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania pageant. 

Loss of Title and Benefits 

Subsequent to the Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania pageant, any person being awarded the title of Miss Rodeo 

Pennsylvania and/or otherwise becoming the successor thereto, shall not;  

A. be or have been previously married and/or pregnant,  

B. be charged with and/or determined to have committed any crime of moral turpitude,  

C. compete in and/or otherwise participate in any other beauty and/or talent contest, pageant and/or 

activity,  

D. solicit, negotiate or contract with any third person for appearance photographs, interviews, 

sponsorships and/or endorsements, during the year of her reign. Upon the occurrence of any of the 
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above events, the title of Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania together with any and all benefits derived by such 

person, shall be forfeited and awarded to the next qualified runner-up,  

E. have taken any actions, which in the good faith determination of the Executive Board of MRPA Inc., 

will or is reasonably likely to cause harm or damage to the goodwill or reputation of MRPA, Inc.  

F. violate any provisions of Participation Agreement, the Contestant Agreement, Pageant Rules and 

Regulations or Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania Contract.  

 

 

Pageant Judging Guidelines 

Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania is judged in four categories, all of which are equal: horsemanship, personality, 

appearance and knowledge & presentation. In addition, the scores from contestant’s extemporaneous 

speech, photogenic photo, interview(s), introductions, fashion show presentation, written test, etc., 

will be added. 

Judges 
1. Judges will judge all categories of the pageant. All scores will be totaled for each contestant each time 

they are judged.  

2. Judges are selected for their expertise in all fields of the competition horsemanship, personality, 

appearance, knowledge & presentation etc. They should all have an awareness of correct western dress, 

they should be knowledgeable about the sport of professional rodeo, the agriculture industry and they 

should be experienced western-type horsemen and horsewomen.  

3. All decisions of the judges are final.  

4. MRPA Inc. will institute appropriate standards for judges to ensure that all judges are impartial and 

have an appropriate level of experience in all categories.  

5. MRPA Inc. Executive Board shall have the final decision as to the selection of judges for the MRPA 

Pageant.  

In the event of any dispute concerning the decision of the judges, such dispute shall be settled by the 

MRPA President. The President’s review of any dispute shall be limited to determining if the judges 

acted in good faith, impartially and in accordance with the applicable rules. If any judge is found to have 

acted in violation of these rules the President may remove such judge and may take any other remedial 

action they deem appropriate. All decisions of the President shall be final. 

Judged Events 

Horsemanship - Each contestant will ride a horse and perform a horsemanship pattern. As in rodeo, 

there will be a draw for the order in which contestants compete.  
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Extemporaneous Speech - Each contestant will be provided with a topic. There are 10 minutes for each 

contestant to prepare a minute and a half speech, not to exceed two minutes. Judging is based on 

content, delivery, relevancy to topic, and the time allotted for the presentation. Judging is also based on 

knowledge, poise, professionalism and delivery.  

Interviews - Each contestant will be interviewed privately by the judges. Questions asked will test the 

contestant’s knowledge of the pageant, professional rodeo, horsemanship and current affairs. Each 

contestant may be interviewed on each of the following categories; knowledge of tack, horse care, 

feeding, diseases, anatomy, etc.; knowledge of professional rodeo - its history, organization, rodeo 

terminology or vernacular, explanation of standard events, awareness of PRCA and WPRA championship 

standings, and goings-on in the pro rodeo world. (Excellent sources of information are the ProRodeo 

Sports News, the official PRCA Rule Book, and the Official ProRodeo Media Guide. Information on 

agriculture in Pennsylvania or nationally can best be researched via the internet.  

 

Extemporaneous Questions - Extemporaneous questions will be asked of each contestant during 

pageant functions. Questions may relate to the sport of professional rodeo, agriculture and/or current 

events.  

Modeling - Contestants will participate in a fashion show. 

 

 

Pageant Divisions 

Horsemanship – Horsemanship is designed to evaluate the rider’s ability to execute, in concert with 

the horse, a set of maneuvers with precision and smoothness while exhibiting poise and confidence, and 

maintaining a balanced, functional, and fundamentally correct body position. The purpose of this 

division is to select the contestant who rates highest in the ability to control her horse, and to safely and 

appropriately handle any riding situation which may occur. 

The contestant’s understanding and skill will be judged - not the horse or the equipment. 

The judges will select a pattern from those diagramed on page 8, 9, & 10 of this rule book. The selected 

pattern will be announced to the contestants during the pageant’s competition. At the judges’ 

discretion, patterns may be altered due to arena conditions. The judges will discuss any and all pattern 

alterations with the contestants. In addition to executing the prescribed pattern, contestants may also 

be required to dismount and remount, carry a flag, and/or perform additional maneuvers on horseback. 

Contestants may be asked to complete a presentation ride prior to beginning, or immediately following, 

their pattern. The reigning Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania will demonstrate the pattern, including any 

alterations and additions, prior to the horsemanship competition’s start. 

Personality - the purpose of this division is to select the young lady who rates highest in:  

 Intelligence-good common sense  
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 Education--conversational ability in rodeo, agriculture and other areas, with special emphasis on 

grammar and enunciation.  

 Attractiveness--not necessarily to mean beauty in this sense, but rather should note whether 

the contestant radiates self-confidence without making an issue out of it. She should also show 

maturity, high moral standards, sincerity and integrity.  

 Personality Reflections--to include the contestants’ style of attire, overall appearance, 

magnetism and eye appeal.  

 Genuine interest in other people, in the pageant, agriculture and in rodeo, and a noticeable 

consideration for others.  

 Self-Projection-ability to project one’s personality, whether it be from horseback in an arena, on 

television, or before an audience. Also, to be considered are sense of humor, showmanship, 

ambition, desire and enthusiasm.  

 Happy outlook on life in general.  

 Promptness in keeping pageant schedule.  

Appearance - the purpose of this division is to select the young lady who rates highest in:  

 Attractiveness  

 Grooming - to include neatness and cleanliness in every detail, such as complexion, hands, 

fingernails, hair, hat, boots and other wearing apparel. Meticulous care in general grooming is 

essential for a young lady to be considered as Miss Rodeo America.  

 Poise and Posture - Classy, lady-like behavior in every situation.  

 Knowledge of Proper Western Attire - contestants should be aware of fashionable western 

dress, with particular attention given to color coordination (contestants should know how the 

use of various color combinations can enhance appearance and eye appeal). Judges will be 

observing how a contestant’s clothes fit and suit her personality. Contestants are expected to 

appear in “full western attire,” at all times, unless specified. All outfits should include western 

hat, boots, belt and contestant sash unless otherwise specified. (Exceptions are noted in the 

clothing requirement document sent to each contestant.)  

 It is mandatory that contestants wear a WRANGLER brand product whenever they are in 

pants.  

 All dresses must have sleeves and sleeves should be longer than a cap sleeve. If dress or top 

does not have sleeves then a jacket with sleeves must be worn. The skirt length should not be 

more than 3" above the knee. No halter or prom type dresses. No midriff showing. Nothing 

extremely low cut either in the front or the back. The style you project with your outfit should 

reflect a western image. If you wear a pant product it must be a Wrangler pant product. Greeley 

Hat Works hats and Justin boots are required for specific events and encouraged for all events.  

 It is not necessary to invest in an excessive amount of expensive clothing. Judges will be 

looking for versatility and imagination displayed by the contestants.  

 Contestants should be knowledgeable on current trends in western wear manufacturing and 

Miss Rodeo America apparel sponsors.  

Knowledge and Presentation 
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Knowledge - well studied and understands the areas of rodeo, equine, animal welfare, topics related to 

agriculture and current events. Information contestants should be familiar with but are not limited to 

the following: 

 PRCA rules  Equine tack 

 PRCA standings  Politics 

 PRCA notables  U.S. News 

 Equine Anatomy  World News 

 Equine Ailments  

 

Presentation - ability to handle all competition situations with poise and maturity. Preparedness for 

events. Self-control and confidence while speaking in public or interacting with others. Exhibiting grace 

and class while being flexible in and out of the public eye. 
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Additional Resources 

Miss Rodeo America, Inc.  

Information at www.missrodeoamerica.com and www.facebook.com/missrodeoamerica  

 

Miss Rodeo Pennsylvania, Inc. 

Information at www.missrodeopennsylvania.com and www.facebook.com/missrodeopa  

 

Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association  

Information found at: www.prorodeo.com   

Media Guide 

Official contestant standings  

Upcoming Rodeos  

Pro Rodeo Sports News www.prorodeo.com/Subscription.aspx   

Animal Welfare info e-mail animalwelfare@prorodeo.com  

 

Women’s Professional Rodeo Association - www.wpra.com  

 

 

http://www.missrodeoamerica.com/
http://www.facebook.com/missrodeoamerica
http://www.missrodeopennsylvania.com/
http://www.facebook.com/missrodeopa
http://www.prorodeo.com/
http://www.prorodeo.com/Subscription.aspx
mailto:animalwelfare@prorodeo.com
http://www.wpra.com/

